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To register call 304-232-0244, email or 
visit the Reference Desk. 

 

www.ohiocountylibrary.org 
       

Library-Sponsored Programs Policy 

The purpose of Ohio County Public Library-sponsored programs is to provide education, infor-

mation, and entertainment for library patrons. The Library reserves the right to exercise sole 

discretion in selecting and inviting presenters for its programs. In selecting presenters, the Li-

brary does not discriminate on account of race, color, age, sex, sexual orientation, physical or 

mental disability, political affiliation, religion, ancestry or national origin, and the views ex-

pressed by presenters of Library-sponsored programs, or by any person in attendance at the 

programs, do not necessarily reflect the views of the Library, its staff, and /or its representatives. 

In keeping with the mission of public libraries as sanctuaries 
of free learning for all people, the Ohio County Public Li-
brary created The People’s University, a free program for 

adults who wish to continue their education in the liberal arts. 
The People’s University features courses — taught by experts 
in each subject — that enable patrons to pursue their goal of 
lifelong learning in classic subjects such as history, music ap-

preciation, philosophy, and literature. 
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FACULTY 
 

Tom Clemens is a history professor emeritus at 
Hagerstown Community College and a longtime NPS 
volunteer interpreter and living history presenter. He is 
a founding member of Save Historic Antietam Founda-
tion and has been its President since 1989. He is the 
editor of Ezra Carman’s The Maryland Campaign of September, 
1862: Volume I, South Mountain, and Vol. II, Antietam. Vol. III is 
due out in September. His essay on General Joseph K. F. Mansfield 
is included in the newly released Corps Commanders in Blue.    
 

Brian Matthew Jordan is the author of Marching Home: 
Union Veterans and Their Unending Civil War (2015). He 
holds a PhD in history from Yale University and is lecturer 
of Civil War Era studies at Gettysburg College. He lives 
with his wife in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, a stone’s throw 
from the battlefield.  

 

Rea Andrew Redd earned an MA in history at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania and an MLS at the University 
of Pittsburgh.  He is Director of Eberly Library, Waynes-
burg University where he also serves as an instructor of 
American history.  Since 1993, he has reenacted the 
American Civil War as a Federal infantryman, a Federal 
Medical Service Captain and as President Abraham Lincoln. He is 
the author of Gettysburg Campaign Study Guide, Volume 1.  
 

Patrick A. Schroeder earned a B.S. in Historical Park 
Administration from Shepherd College and an M.A. in 
Civil War History from Virginia Tech.  He worked as a 
seasonal living history interpreter at Appomattox Court 
House National Historical Park and full-time at the Pat-
rick Henry National Memorial. He is now the full-time 

Historian of Appomattox Court House National Historical Park.  
 

Mark A. Smith is a U. S. Army veteran (Major, ret.) 
with 21 years of service. He holds a BS from Slippery 
Rock University and a MA of Military Studies – Civil 
War from American Military University.  An avid Civil 
War historian, Smith has co-authored with Wade Soko-
loski, No Such Army since the Days of Julius Caesar: 
Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign from Fayetteville to Averas-
boro.  Smith has conducted several battlefield tours at Averasboro 
and has been a guest speaker at several CWRTs.   
 

Kristopher White earned his MA in Military History 
from Norwich University. He is a former staff military 
historian at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National 
Military Park. He is the co-author of Chancellorsville's 
Forgotten Second Front: The Second Battle of Freder-
icksburg, and Simply Murder: The Battle of Fredericks-
burg, December 13, 1862.   
 

Eric J. Wittenberg has a BA from Dickinson College 
and an MA and JD from the University of Pittsburgh. 
An attorney and Civil War historian, he is the author of 
16 books and numerous articles on Civil War cavalry 
operations. His articles have appeared in North & South, 
Blue & Gray and many other journals. Eric regularly 
travels the country to lecture on the war, and he is frequently asked 
to lead Civil War battlefield tours. Battlefield preservation work is 
very important to him and he maintains a well-regarded blog, 
“Rantings of a Civil War Historian.”  

Lincoln’s 2nd inaugural address. 

Lincoln’s funeral procession.  
 

 
Full Schedule (All classes start at 7 PM) 

 

March 3  The Beginning of the End 
 

The Beginning of the End – The Fall of Fort Fisher and the Meeting at Hamp-
ton Roads. This class will include a recap of the Civil War in 1864 and the first 
significant events of 1865, including the Second Battle of Fort Fisher in January 
and the Hampton Roads Peace Conference in early February. 
 

Instructor: Kris White 
 

March 10 Sherman in the Carolinas 
 

“Nothing Was Held Sacred” - Sherman in the Carolinas 
Most are familiar with General William T. Sherman’s ‘March to the Sea.’ This 
class will examine Sherman’s turn to the north to the Carolina’s, culminating in 
the battles of Averasboro and Bentonville. 
 

Instructor: Mark A. Smith 
 

March 17: LincoLn’s second inauguraL 
 

“To Bind Up The Nation’s Wounds” - Lincoln’s Second Inaugural. 
This class will examine the 1864 presidential election as well as Lincoln’s second 
inaugural, recognized today as one of the finest speeches in American history. 
The class will also cover the ratification of the 13th Amendment and a look at 
Lincoln’s final months before the assassination.   
 

Instructor: Rea Redd 
 

March 24: Petersburg to Richmond 
 

“Richmond Must be Evacuated this Evening” – The Fall of Petersburg and 
Evacuation of Richmond. This class will cover the closing battles in the siege of 
Petersburg, Robert E. Lee’s subsequent withdrawal from the trenches, the 
evacuation and subsequent burning of the Capital of the Confederacy, and the 
flight of the Confederate government.   
 

Instructor: Kris White 
 

March 31:  Appomattox & Surrender 
 

“If the Thing is Pressed, I Think That Lee Will Surrender” – Appomattox & 
Surrender. This class will cover the battles and movements of “the final cam-
paign,” resulting the Confederate surrender at Appomattox Court House. 
 

Instructor:  Patrick A. Schroeder  
 

April 7: Phil Sheridan Reexamined 
 

“Five Feet Four Will Do In a Pinch” – A Reassessment of Phil Sheridan. This 
class will examine the successes, failures and questionable character of General 
Phil Sheridan, focusing on his involvement in the closing days of the Civil War. 
 

Instructor:  Eric J. Wittenberg 
 

apriL 14: LincoLn’s death & Legacy 
 

When the Bells Tolled – Lincoln’s Death & Legacy. This class will examine the 
final days and assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the chase and trial of the con-
spirators, the controversy and conspiracies surrounding the assassination and the 
ultimate legacy of our 16th President. 
 

Instructor: Tom Clemens 
 

April 21: Veterans after the war 
 

Fraternity, Charity, Loyalty – Veterans After the War. A look at how Civil War 
veterans struggled to readjust to life after the war, having to face the realization 
that they stood as unwelcome reminders to an America eager to heal and forget.  
 

Instructor: Brian Matthew Jordan 
 


